
NECROLOGY.
Dr. Samuel Baughman, Sibley, Ohio, Dec. 27,1893.
Dr. P. M. Parker, Barry, Pike Co., 111., Dec. 26, 1893.
Dr. M. J. Paulding of Daretown,N. J., was killed by a "West

Jersey" railroad Çrain, Dec. 26, 1893.
Dr. A. W. Edis, formerly lecturer on obstetrics at the

Middlesex Hospital Medical School, London.
Dr. George Liggett, who went toWooster, Ohio, a few months

ago from Chicago, where he was connected with different
hospitals, died December 24, of pneumonia. He was 60 years
old and leaves a widow and daughter.
Dr. Willard C. Marselius of Albany, N. Y., died of appendi¬

citis, Dec. 24,1893. He was a native of Scotia, N. Y., and a

graduate of the Albany Medical College, 1884. He was in
his thirty-seventh year.
M. Dupre, Honorary Professor in the Faculty of Medicine

and formerly Dean of the Faculty at Marseilles, formerly
Senator from the Hautes-Pyrénées died recently at the age
of 85.—V Union Medicale.
Dr. A. W. Armstrong 'of Kirkwood, 111., died of bronchitis,

Nov. 19,1893. He was a pupil of Dr. Mclntosh of Knoxville,
Tenn., and was graduated at Rush Medical College, class of
1849. He had practiced in this State over forty-four years.
Dr. William M. Griffiths of Louisville, Ky., Dec. 24. He was

the son of the late Dr. Thos. J. Griffiths of Louisville, and
was an A.A. Surgeon in the United States Marine Hospital
at that place. He was a young man of much promise, and
had a large circle of friends in Louisville and throughout
the Marine Hospital service.
Dr. Horace Hollister died at Scranton, Pa., December 29,

aged 71 years from paralysis. He was an antiquarian, and
made a very interesting collection of Indian relics through¬
out the Wyoming and Lackawanna Valleys. Dr. Hollister
also wrote "The History of the Lackawanna Valley," which
passed through five editions and is notable for the vast
amount of information which it gives and the patient
research that its pages reveal.
Dr Samuel Hawley Olmstead of Brooklyn, New York, died

Dec. 22, 1893, in his sixty-first year. He was a native of Con¬
necticut and a Yale College alumnus, graduating in medi¬
cine from that school in the class of 1861. He served as sur¬

geon during the late civil war, acquitting himself with credit
and having at the close of the contest attained to the rank
of brigade surgeon. He made his professional home in Brook¬
lyn, soon after leaving the service, and very speedily
obtained a strong position in the community where he lived.
He was favorably known as an operating surgeon and held
a place on the staff of the Long Island College Hospital for
several years. He was an officer in the Loyal Legion ; a mem¬
ber of the Physicians' Mutual Aid Society. The cause of his
death was cerebral hemorrhage.
Dr. Robert C. MacEwen of Saratoga Springs, died on the

26th of December, 1893, by paralysis from cerebral hemor¬
rhage. He was a graduate in arts from Williams College,
and from the New York College of Physicians, the latter in
1857. He was an interne of Bellevue Hospital. He became
a resident of Saratoga in 1866. He was 60 years of age.
He was one of the founder members of the Medical Asso¬

ciation of New York State, and an office-bearer therein ;
and was an ex-president of the Saratoga County Medical
Society. During the late war, his services as surgeon in the
17th Regiment of Connecticut Volunteers extended over a
period of four years, and for a time his field of practice was

at Stratford, Conn. Prior to that his home was at Spring¬
field, Mass. He was known as a faithful doctor and friend,
anxious to keep abreast of the march of his profession.
Dr. Charles T. Palmer died at Pottsville, Pa., December 11.

He was born on Sept. 8, 1843, and was in his fifty-first year.
He was the son of the late Robert M. Palmer, lawyer and
statesman, who served as United States Minister to the Ar¬
gentine Confederation under President Lincoln. He gradu¬
ated from Pennsylvania University in 1864, and served as

Resident Physician of the Wills Eye Hospital for the follow¬
ing two years. At the expiration of this time he opened an
office in Pottsville and continued the practice of his pro¬
fession. Dr. Palmer, when the late war broke out, enlisted,
and served during the three months' campaign. After the
war he identified himself with Gowen Post, No. 27, G. A. R.
He was also a Mason and a member of the Pottsville Club.
In 1870 he was elected Coroner of Schuylkill County on the
Labor Reform ticket.
Dr. Solon P. Sackett, the oldest physician of Ithaca, N. Y.

died at his residence, December 18, of Bright's disease. Dr.
Sackett was born in 1818 and practiced medicine in Ithaca
for nearly thirty-seven years. He came of an old Colonial
and Revolutionary family ; one of his ancestors was among
the earliest settlers of Rhode Island with Roger Williams ;
his grandfather, Major Buel Sackett, was an officer in the
Revolutionary army, and his father, Philo Sackett, saw
active service in the War of 1812 as a captain of militia.
He was graduated from the Geneva Medical College when

that was among the foremost medical institutions of the
country. After a few years of practice in a country vil¬
lage, he removed to Ithaca in 1857. As Health Officer of
Ithaca, a position to which he was repeatedly chosen, he
instituted and indorsed a sewerage system that, although
incomplete because of inadequate public funds, probably
did much to make the place for a long time among the
healthiest in the State. He was Coroner for several terms,
and held the office of Secretary of the Tompkins County
Medical Society for many years. He was a frequent con¬
tributor to the medical periodicals.
Dr. P. G. Barrett died at Scranton, Pa., December 8, after a

week's illness of pneumonia. He was 47 years old.
Dr. Barrett was born in Ballycastle, County Mayo, Ire¬

land, in 1846. Early in his teens he went to England and
while there met a physician in the English army who
inspired in him a desire to adopt the profession of medicine.
He read with this physician for a time and then returned
to his home in Ireland. In 1862, when sixteen years old he
came to this country and settled in White Haven. He
taught school there for a few years and then entered the
College of Physicians and Surgeons in Baltimore. Before
completing his course he left college and went to New York,
where he was employed in a drug store. About twenty
years ago he moved to Carbondale and opened a store
which he successfully conducted for several years. He sold
his property in that city and went to Pittston, where he also
conducted business for a short time. Then he bought a
tract of several acres in Priceburg and erected thereon a
large hotel. After profitably disposing of this property, he
again entered the College of Physicians and Surgeons in
Baltimore and graduated from that institution ten years
ago. He immediately opened an office on South Washing¬
ton Avenue in Scranton and commenced an active practice,
which he continued up to the time of his fatal illness.
Dr. Charles M. Cresson of Philadelphia, died December 27

in the 66th year of his age.
He was born Feb. 3, 1828, in Cheltenham township, Mont¬

gomery County, Pa. At an early age he was sent to Gum-
mere's School, Burlington, N. J., and at the age of 10 years
he was admitted to the Central High School at its opening,
October, 1838.
He was a graduate of the University of Pennsylvania and

graduated in medicine from the Jefferson Medical College
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in 1849. He was manager and chemist of the Philadelphia
Gas Works from 1849 until 1864, and for fifteen years chemist
to the Philadelphia Board of Health, and also to the Fair-
mount Park Commission. He had been an active and
prominent member of the Franklin Institute since 1849, and
of the American Philosophical Society since 1857. Dr. Cres¬
son opened the scientific departments of the Pennsylvania
Railroad and of the Philadelphia & Reading Railroad in
1868 and 1869, and that of the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad in
1883. During his early youth a considerable part of his
time was devoted to mechanical and architectural drawings
for the Philadelphia Gas Works and in work in its chemical
laboratory. Later he was elected first assistant engineer
of these Works, his duties being the construction of new
work, until 1855, when the whole of the new management of
the mechanical department and the manufacturing devolved
upon him.
Among other branches of chemical science that of photog¬

raphy early attracted his attention and from the exhibition
of the first daguerreotype up to the present time he has
maintained his familiarity with current improvements in
that art. He has published from time to time a number of
pamphlets upon "The Manufacture of Gas," "Explosion of
Steam Boilers," "The Effects of Electricity Upon the Tensile
Strength of Iron," "Wood Preservation," "Paper Manufact¬
ure," "Water Supplies of Cities," etc. He was connected
with many Masonic bodies, having been at times E. C. of
Philadelphia Commandery, No. 2, K. T., also E. C. of St.
Albans Commandery, past master of Pennsylvania Lodge,
No. 380, Girard Mark and various other bodies.
Added to the rest of his accomplishments he was a skilful

musician, having mastered the study of music at an early
age, and having for many years given his services as organist
to the Church of the Atonement.

ASSOCIATION NEWS.
The American Medical Association.\p=m-\Letit not be forgotten

that this National body is to meet at San Francisco on June
5,1894, for the first time since 1871, which was its firstmeeting
on the Pacific Coast. The above date will occur during our
Midwinter Fair, whose success is now assured, and which is
certain to attract a large influx from the States east of the
Rocky Mountains. There is no doubt that this concurrence
is favorable to a large attendance of medical men, but it
must not be presumed that our local committee can safely
rely on the Fair without special action on their part, and
we trust that they will spare no pains. Their efforts are
needed for two special and chief objects: first, to secure
concessions in railway fares and hotel charges; second, to
raise money for the necessary local expenses of the meet-
ing, including the usual courtesies and hospitalities. Physi-
cians who attend the meeting will, at least, have all the
concessions granted to those coming to the Fair; possibly
the committee may be able to obtain more favorable terms,
especially in hotel rates. On the second count, California
can ill afford to be outdone in hospitality.—Pacific Medical
Journal, January.
Our Association Treasurer, Dr. Dunglison, has been ill with la

grippe for the past three weeks, and for the past week con¬
fined to bed. His many friends wish for his speedy recovery.

SOCIETY NEWS.
American Medical Publishers' Association.\p=m-\Thefirst annual

meeting of this Association was held in the Grand Hotel
Cincinnati, Dec. 4,1893, and steps were taken in the direc-
tion of active, routine work. The by-laws and rules were
revised and amended, while the name was modified in ac-

cordance with a demand from medical publishers of a gen-
eral nature who desired to become members of the Associa-
tion. The active co\l=o"\perationof every medical publisher is
earnestly solicited. Next meeting in Washington, D. C.,
September, 1894. Officers: President, Dr. Landon B. Ed-
wards, Richmond, Va.; Vice-President, Dr. J. C. Culbertson,
Cincinnati, Ohio; Treasurer, J. MacDonald, Jr., New York
city. For application blanks and copies of the Articles of
Association, address Charles Wood Fassett, Secretay,

Corner Sixth and Charles, St. Joseph, Mo.

American Electro-Therapeutic Association.
The Third Annual Meeting Held in Chicago, Sept. 12, 13 and

14, 1893.
Augustin H. Goelet, M.D., President.

(Continued from page 1020).
W. J. Herdman, M.D. of Ann Arbor, Mich., read a paper

on

the action of the continuous current within the livino
tissues as distinguished from the local polar action.

I find that certain electro-therapeutists who are making
daily use of continuous currents are in doubt as to whether
any beneficial influence can be brought to bear upon tissues
that are not in immediate contact with either one or the
other pole, their expectations as to beneficial effects being
confined wholly to such as can be brought about by this
local action. But while the known effects of one or the
other pole have a very wide range of therapeutic action and
can be employed to advantage in a great variety of local
disorders,—a still larger proportion of morbid conditions-
are too remote from the surface of the body to be affected
by modifying conditions in the immediate vicinity of the
poles but must depend upon such changes, if any, as
can be created interpolar. This is true of the majority of
affections of deep-seated nerve trunks and nerve centers,
and of derangements of the internal viscera generally.
Now what evidence have we that the flow of a continuous

current of a strength such as is ordinarily employed in treat¬
ments by electro-therapeutists (from 5 to 20 ma.) has
any interpolar effects upon living tissues through which
it is made to pass? Let us see how far this question can be
answered, by recalling the conditions existing within these
tissues when subjected to such currents. We have in the
interval, between two opposite electrodes placed at separate
points upon the body, a variety of tissues differing in con¬
ductivity, lying in juxtaposition; the intervals between
them and the interspaces within them filled with liquids-
holding in solution chemic elements, in simple or complex
combinations, which are either the products of the destruc¬
tive metabolism of cells, or are nutritive material awaiting
the constructive action of the cells which they bathe and
encompass.
These liquids, whether within or about the tissues, serve

the purpose of an electrolyte and are capable of being re¬
solved into their ions at any point where the density of a
current traversing them is sufficient to overcome their
chemic affinities. The fluids, themselves, in which these
salts are dissolved, serve as ready conveyors of such cur¬
rents, but they lie in contact with fibrous, areolar, muscular,
nervous and other tissues of varying conductivities, depen¬
dent upon their arrangement and structure, so that the
current is frequently subjected in the course of its trans¬
mission interpolar, to convection and different degrees of
conduction, creating conditions in density which result in
electrolytic decomposition of the constituents of the fluids
at many points.
What influence living cells, in the presence of such electro¬

lytes and the current traversing them, may have in pre¬
venting the separation into ions and what influence such
ions when formed, may have upon the living cellswith which
they are in contact is a matter for present speculation, per¬
haps for future demonstration. But that a continuous cur¬
rent, and that a very mild one, can cause such interpolar
electrolysis and the formation of ions remote from the
points of surface application of the electrodes, is no longer
a matter for doubt for it is readily demonstrated.
A simple illustration in proof of this statement is one that

I often make use of in my class work. I partly fill a series
of small glass receptacles with a neutral solution of sodium
sulphate to which is added a few crystals of phenol-phtha-
lein, which as you know is a ready detector of alkalinity—giving a red or violet color in the presence of an alkali ;
by connecting the fluid, thus constituted, in these recepta¬
cles by means of bits of copper wire and making a continu¬
ous current traverse it, even though the current be but a
fraction of a milliampere, the violet color will soon appear
about that end of the copper wire in each glass which cor¬
responds to the negative pole showing that electrolysis has
taken place and that soda has been set free at this point
and acted upon the phenol-phthalein. The experiments
that have been recorded by Davy, Dubois-Reymond, Her¬
mann, Martin and others gave similar testimony and from
such well-known facts I believe we are justified in conclud¬
ing that whenever a continuous current, capable of being
measured, is conveyed through the tissues of the body and
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